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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• If the period for reply specified above Is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parfe Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required If the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Art Unit: 2856 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following infornnalities: 

Page 1, paragraph [0001], line 2: Applicant should provide the patent number, 
U.S. Patent No. 6,701,778, In the specification. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 -9, 1 1 -1 4, and 1 9-21 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

Re claim 1 , claim line 9: The term "adjusts" should be corrected to read 
-- adjust --. 

Re claim 1 , claim line 10: The first occurrence of the article "the" should be 
deleted. 

Re claim 1 1 , claim line 4: The article "the" should be deleted. 
Re claim 14, claim line 6: The term - continuous -- has been misspelled. 
Re claim 19, claim line 5: The first occurrence of the article "the" should be 
deleted. 

Re claim 19, claim line 6: The term - continuous -- has been misspelled, and the 
article "the" should be deleted. 

Re claim 19, claim line 7: The second occurrence of the article "the" should be 
deleted. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 10 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Re claims 10 and 15: The claim recites that a coating fluid is tested for 
runnability; however, the claim recites that acceleration of a continuous stream is 
calculated with no correlation of how acceleration and runnability are related. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Prior art was not relied upon to reject claims 1 -21 because the prior art fails to 
disclose the following: 

Claims 1-9 and 11-13: Providing an apparatus or a method for testing the 
runnability of a coating fluid comprising releasing a continuous stream of fluid from a 
pressurized container; regulating the flow rate so that the fluid forms in a continuous 
stream: and measuring the minimal flow rate at which the fluid leaves the opening in the 
continuous stream in combination with all of the remaining limitations of the base 
claims. 
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Claims 10 and 14: Providing an apparatus for testing the runnabillty of a coating 
fluid or measuring the acceleration of a fluid comprising means for regulating a flow rate 
of a fluid through an opening within a pressurized container for creating a continuous 
stream of fluid falling from the opening; air nozzle means for blowing a stream of gas at 
the continuous stream at each of two different heights, the air nozzle means comprising 
two air nozzles; and means for calculating acceleration of the continuous stream as a 
function of velocity of the stream at two different heights and the spacing between the 
two heights in combination with all of the remaining limitations of the claims. 

Claims 15-18: Providing an apparatus for testing the runnabillty of a coating fluid 
comprising means for regulating a flow rate of a fluid through an opening within a 
pressurized container for creating a continuous stream of fluid falling from the opening; 
air nozzle means for blowing a stream of gas at the continuous stream at a known 
distance from the outlet, and means for calculating acceleration of the continuous 
stream as a function of velocity of the stream in combination with all of the remaining 
limitations of the claims. 

Claims 19-21 : Providing a method for measuring acceleration of a fluid 
comprising releasing a continuous stream of fluid from a pressurized container; 
horizontally deflecting the continuous stream of fluid by blowing air at the continuous 
stream at a known height; and calculating the acceleration of stream as a function of the 
velocity of the stream in combination with all of the remaining limitations of the claims. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel S. Larkin whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2198. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams can be reached on 571-272-2208. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Daniel Larkin 
AU 2856 
14 June 2004 

PRIA/IAHYEXAMINER 




